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Message from the
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individual basis, | would like to
wi sh you all/l a o

This is a very busy time of the year.
We have just completed our winter
break and are very busy with
teaching, curriculum documenta-
tion, mock DP exams, etc. The
Chinese New Year break is just
around the corner. Some of the
administrative staff and | are head-
ing to several recruiting fairs
abroad during this time to inter-
view teachers to replace those that
are departing in June 2010. We
have already hired four teachers
and are looking to hire another
four. In addition, we are seeking a
third music teacher. This will allow
us to offer a stronger overall music
program at XIS which includes DP
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e music. It will also help us to create
separate schedules between the
HelLower and Upper Schools.

I have high hopes for a good dis-
cussion on tuition coming up in
late January with parents. In order
to compete in recruiting and main-
taining quality teachers and staff,
we must be able to pay them sala-
ries and benefits that come a little
closer to what other international
schools are offering theirs. Please
attend.

| offer my very sincere and best
wishes to all of you for the upcom-
ing Chinese New Year vacation!

John Godwin

Head Master

Special points of

interest:

1 Welcome to MYP
Coordinator

1 Kids Read China

1 4th Grade Field
Trip

91 DP Art News

1 PTSA Report

1 XIS MUN ASP

1 China Yue Opera

1 Magic Shop Field-

Trip

Upcoming Event: Chinese New Year Celebration

On Friday, February 5 ™, Xia-
men International School will
welcome parents and commu-
nity members to join in our
school-wide

games, High School students
have organized booths, and
parents have prepared Chi-
nese treats for everyone to
taste. A local Lion

Chinese New H A PP}I Dance group will be

Year Celebra-

tion. The fair NE Y
will begin at 9

am and run

until lunch time, 11:30. The

whole school has gotten into

the planning: Middle School
students have developed

the featured enter-
R tainment, as well as
a few Chinese songs
performed by
own students. The food will be
served in the Cafeteria, and

the games and entertainment
will be in the Gym (please

wear soft-soled shoes to pro-
tect our gym floor). We hope
to see you there!

Melissa Vieira
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To Africa With Love Project

Located in Africa, a country named Liberia has been under civil war for many years. Now that
civil war has ended, the citizens of Liberia have a hopeful new generation that is crying for edu-
cation and knowledge. International schools from all around China got together, hoping to make
their wishes come true.

Our goal was to send enough stationery items to the Faith Orphanage and the school attached, in
Liberia, to start education on the other side of the world. The contributions are small, but the XIS
community worked hard for it. It is a pleasure for us to have done this project with Ms. Bowman
(CAS co-ordinator), Sunakshi and Nina. From scratches of ideas and pieces of blank paper, we
were able to put together to send over 600 school bags full of stationery items such as rulers,
pencils, erasers and note books. These items were sent to Beijing in December and will arrive in
Liberia within a month. We also had a leftover of 3,000 RMB which we donated towards putting
solar panels for the school attached to the Faith Orphanage.

We would like to take this chance to thank the generous XIS community, the Ports Company and
Xiamen Airlines for their kind donations. We <co

Wan Rou Liu and Sinead Brooks

Welcome From MYP Coordinator

When you shake your head and wonder what MYP is all about,

ere are jus !;Jv;mi;zija(‘;)a clearer:
Infercultural awareness
Sulnindsaioa

XIS and The International Baccalaureate Organization believe that young people aged 11 -16 have very particular

e

Ms Boman is having

educational needs. Hence, they need to learn in ways that suit their developmental stage in life. For example,
research shows they need to fit new learning into their emerging world -view, connecting holistically  to other

knowledge and relating it to life situations.

International Schools need strong intercultural respect and awareness so that students are not made unhappy by
thoughtless prejudices, either their own or otherso.

Lastly, middle school students need language to express their creativity, and to build their knowledge and iden-
tity. More than one language is required for this to proceed more effectively and to promote social, international

communication . Students learn best when they reflect on their learning, which also requires language

OUR MYP STUDENTS ARE PREPARING TO TAKE THEIR PLACES IN THE REAL WORLD,
WITH OPEN MINDS, CONFIDENCE AND CREATIVITY.

Patricia Boman
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Kids Read China Competition

- Congratulations to the two
XIS teams who partici-
pated in the Kids Read

~ China competition in Bei-

jing on December 4.

- Seven ACAMIS schools
sent two teams each. XIS

Team Two tied for fourth

/ . place and XIS Team One
& was fifth. Pratik Joshi, Zach
- JuanSing, Shiu Rou Quek,
and Nicole Wang were
. Team One. Jasen Wang,
F  Serena Chen, and San-

\X thosh Balahari were Team
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Middle School Student Council

Camera-phone Scavenger Hunt, and
several others!

The XIS Middle School
Student Council has been
planning and organizing
activities for the XIS com-
munity to take part in dur-
ing the Chinese New Year
Celebration on February
5™, 2010.

Participants will be able to win
tickets for the art and food booths
that will be set up.

See you in February!

Michelle Bowman
XIS Middle School Student Council
Advisor

Some games to look
forward to be: Pin the Tail
on the Tiger, 0
Noodle Slurp Contest,

Coin Dropbo,
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questions about book
characters, titles, authors,
films from books, quota-
tions, opening sentences,
and more.

Students interested in par-
ticipating in Kids Read in
December 2010 should
sign up for it during ASP
session one next year.
Kids Read China is for stu-
dents in grades 6, 7, and 8.

Janet Wright

at t he

Players all smiling after the competition.

Ms Bowman is looking for-

ward to the Chinese New
Year celebration.
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We went on a trip to
Pizza Hut. Our choices
were cheese or pepperoni pizza. We

went to Pizza Hut on Thursday, January
14th. They sell Pepsi and Sprite drinks.

At Pizza Hut they had many colorful
ads. Pizza Hut also has lots of other

kinds of pizza. |t

also expensive. The restaurant is also
fancy, and full of colors.

T.V. Station Trip

We went to the TV station and
saw many people, and learned a lot
of stuff. When we went to the control
room, we saw people in the camera
zoom in and out. In the control room
we saw at least 50 channels. When
we went to the control room, there
were many buttons that we can use
for many effects. The studio we went
to had many chairs. WE HAD FUN

Hai Wan Park Trip

On every ride there are forces and
motions. When we were riding on the
00ctopuso, it felt
from the sky; it was really fast.

The Bumper Cars have many different
colors. When we bumped cars, there
were a lot of forces pushing us. It was
very hard to get out when there were
lots of cars bumping each other.

The Roller Coaster had cars shaped

like mice. After we would go up, we
would come down very fast. It was
very scary. When we were in the front
seat, the door was low and that made it
feel like you might fall out when the

car turned round a corner. Good thing
we all wore our seat belts!

0 We

a

G4 Field Trip

Pizza Hut Trip
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from our
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DP Art News il
El eventh Grade DP Ar t Studer

- In the middle of December, the
eleventh grade IB DP Art students
went to the Nihao Art Gallery in Xia-
men. In addition to seeing artworks
from a variety of artists, they were
able to watch a Japanese artist work-
ing as she created art using contem-
porary, simplified versions of callig-
raphy. Watching artists create art is
a very influential experience for stu-
dents .

Twelfth Grade DP Art Students

On Wednesday, January 13, the twelfth grade student
the Artistd hour as preparation for their DP Art Exa
view with a DP Art Examiner while looking at an exhibit of the artwork students have created

over the two years of the DP Art program. The 06Ask
valuable experience talking to others about their art, how it was created, and what the impor-
tant aspects of the art are. Dale Nielsen

PTSA Report

The PTSA is a new foundation in our school this year. PTSA stands for Parent Teacher Student Asso-
ciation. Many of the parents of XIS contribute to this organization. The PTSA helps make the school better.
They have all ready helped with the Halloween Dance, and many other things. They even gave money
to the seniors for helping DJ the event!

Just recently, they had a luncheon at Pan Pacific for the Parents of the new students at XIS. This meet-
ing was made so that the parents could meet new people and get into new clubs, like the Expats. The
luncheon was a huge success. The PTSA is not going to stop there. Many new projects will come up later
in the year also. Although these projects are still to

Amarie Hickel



